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The concept “victory” is a recurring theme in English literature, often symbolizing 

triumph, success, and overcoming obstacles. We tried to make a linguistic analysis of 

the concept, it involves examining how the word is used, its origins, its semantic range, 

and its cultural and historical connotations; also how the word “victory” is used in 

different contexts, such as literature, politics, and everyday speech, and how its 

meaning may vary depending on the context. 

The word "victory" comes from the Latin word “victoria”, which means “success” 

or “conquest”. 

“Victory” can refer to winning a battle or competition, achieving success in a goal 

or endeavor, or overcoming obstacles or challenges. 

Typical collocations of the word “victory” – that is, the words that are often used 

together with it to convey specific meanings or associations – are “decisive victory”, 

“moral victory”, or “victory speech” all convey different nuances of meaning. Every 

time it is important to examine how the word is used in different contexts to achieve 

specific communicative goals. For example, in political discourse, “victory” may be 

used to rally supporters or to assert dominance over opponents. 

We should also consider the historical and cultural connotations of the word 

“victory” and how these may influence its use and interpretation. For example, in 

ancient Roman culture, “victory” was often associated with the goddess Victoria and 

had strong military and political connotations. 

Overall, a linguistic analysis of this concept would provide insights into how 

language is used to convey ideas of success, triumph, and achievement in different 

contexts and cultures. 

The concept of victory has been studied by various scholars across different 

disciplines, including history, political science, psychology, and literature. Next we 

draw attention to some notable scholars who have studied the concept of victory. 

Carl von Clausewitz, a Prussian general and military theorist, is known for his 

work “On War”, in which he discusses the nature of war and the concept of victory. 

He emphasizes the importance of achieving political goals through military means and 

the complexities of determining victory in warfare. 

Sun Tzu, an ancient Chinese military strategist and philosopher, is best known for 

his work “The Art of War”, in which he discusses strategies for achieving victory in 

warfare. He emphasizes the importance of planning, deception, and understanding the 

enemy to achieve victory. 

Victor Davis Hanson, an American military historian, Hanson has written 

extensively on ancient warfare and the concept of victory. He has explored the 
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strategies and tactics used by ancient civilizations to achieve victory in battle and the 

impact of victory on society and culture. 

John Keegan, a British military historian, has written several books on the nature 

of warfare and the concept of victory. He has explored the psychological and cultural 

aspects of victory, as well as the role of technology and strategy in determining the 

outcome of conflicts. 

These scholars as well as many others have approached the concept of victory from 

different perspectives, but they all contribute to our understanding of how victory is 

defined, achieved, and perceived in various contexts. 

We also found out that the concept of victory woke interest not only among famous 

scholars across different disciplines, but also among many philologists. They study 

language in written historical sources, often encounter the notion of victory in their 

research, particularly in the context of ancient texts, literature, and historical 

documents. While not all of them may focus exclusively on the concept of victory, 

many philologists have examined its linguistic and cultural representations. Here are a 

few notable philologists who have encountered and analyzed the notion of victory in 

their work. 

Ernst Curtius, a German archaeologist and philologist, studied ancient Greek 

literature and art. His work often touched upon themes of heroism, warfare, and victory 

as depicted in ancient Greek texts and inscriptions.  

Ulrich von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, a famous German classical philologist, 

focused on Greek literature and culture. His analyses of ancient Greek texts likely 

involved discussions of military victories and their impact on society. 

Georges Dumézil, another French philologist and scholar of comparative 

mythology, studied the Indo-European roots of ancient cultures. His work often delved 

into the myths and legends surrounding conquests and victories in these cultures. 

Erich Auerbach, a German philologist and literary critic, is known for his 

comparative study of Western literary traditions. His analysis of epic literature, such 

as the Homeric epics, likely involved discussions of heroic deeds and victorious battles. 

Two great scholars Milman Parry and Albert Lord pioneered the study of oral 

epic poetry, particularly focusing on the Homeric epics. Their research shed light on 

the linguistic and stylistic elements used to convey themes of heroism and victory in 

ancient oral traditions. 

While these scholars may not have conducted specific studies solely on the notion 

of victory, their work in philology likely touched upon linguistic and cultural 

representations of victory in ancient texts and traditions. 

Next we tried to analyze some literary works. We found out that the concept of 

“victory” is a common theme in literature, appearing in various forms across different 

genres and time periods. Some examples of literary works where the concept of victory 

plays a significant role are next:  

“The Iliad” by Homer. The epic poem recounts the Trojan War and includes 

numerous instances of victory and defeat, highlighting the themes of heroism, glory, 

and the price of victory. 
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“Macbeth” by W. Shakespeare: The play explores the concept of victory and its 

consequences, as Macbeth achieves victory on the battlefield but faces moral and 

psychological turmoil as a result of his actions. 

“The Lord of the Rings” by J. R. R. Tolkien: The epic fantasy series features 

numerous battles and victories, including the triumph of good over evil in the War of 

the Ring, highlighting themes of courage, sacrifice, and ultimate victory. 

“1984” by G. Orwell: The dystopian novel explores the concept of victory in a 

totalitarian society, where the ruling party manipulates information and language to 

control the narrative of victory and defeat.  

“The Hunger Games” by S. Collins: The dystopian novel features a brutal 

competition where victory means survival, highlighting themes of power, control, and 

the cost of victory. 

These are just a few examples, and the concept of victory appears in many other 

literary works, often as a central theme or as part of a broader exploration of human 

nature, society, and conflict. 

Usually writers use various literary devices, such as imagery, symbolism, and 

metaphor, to verbalize concept “victory” and convey its significance. Here are some 

ways in which the concept of victory is verbalized in English literature: 

1. Symbolism: Victory is often symbolized by images of winning, conquering, or 

achieving a goal. For example, a character may be described as “conquering the 

battlefield” or “triumphing over adversity”, symbolizing their victory. 

2.   Metaphor: Victory can be metaphorically described in terms of battles, 

competitions, or challenges. For example, achieving a difficult goal may be likened to 

“winning a war” or “conquering a mountain”, emphasizing the sense of achievement 

and success.  

3. Imagery: Writers use vivid imagery to describe victory, painting a picture of 

success and triumph in the reader's mind. For example, a scene of jubilant celebration 

after a hard-fought victory can evoke a strong sense of triumph.  

4. Emphasis on Effort: Some literature emphasizes the effort and struggle 

required to achieve victory, highlighting the perseverance and determination of the 

characters. This can be verbalized through descriptions of challenges faced and 

obstacles overcome.  

5. Narrative Voice: The narrative voice in literature can also verbalize the concept 

of victory through its tone and language. A triumphant tone may convey a sense of 

victory, while a reflective or nostalgic tone may convey the aftermath of victory.  

Some examples of using the word “victory” in context are next. 
It considers that a lasting peace will be possible only after a decisive victory over the military 

power of the enemy (TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES, 2016). 

It was a defeat - but a moral victory (TIMES, SUNDAY TIMES, 2016). 

The lesson of Iraq's recent history is that military victories are only the beginning (TIMES, SUNDAY 

TIMES, 2016). 

But you have to understand, the Israelis just won a huge military victory (SMITHSONIAN MAG, 

2017). 
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Overall, the verbalization of the concept of victory in English literature often 

reflects themes of achievement, success, and the human spirit’s ability to overcome 

challenges. 

 

 

  

  


